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Legacy and Pass-Along Book Agreements: A Word of Caution
© 2015 by John B. McHugh

"Practical Problem-Solving Advice for Publishers”

Should you use free book publishing agreements that your colleagues share with you or
ones that you find online? Agreements that you receive from colleagues may be free but
could cost you down the road.l advise my clients to obtain competent legal counsel
when revising any licenses used in their publishing business.

Preparing your own licenses is analogous to doing your own estate planning without an
attorney. If you make mistakes, the probability of substantial downstream costs will be
high. The old cliché “penny wise and pound foolish” says it all.

Avoid using any book contracts found on the Internet or any “pass-along” contracts that
most likely will be dated in terms of changes in copyright law, rights granted by the
author, “out of print,” and electronic publishing. Such “pass-along” contracts could be
defective and could cost you dearly down the road, with undue legal exposure far
exceeding the legal fees you would pay for competent advice.

If you need a new book contract or a revision of a contract, consult with a qualified
copyright/publishing law attorney.
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